MINUTES

10/22/07
Time called to order: 6:31 pm 

Absences: Kendall Looney
Guest Speakers: Justin Biassou, SGA Senate Chair addressed the body.  He would like the OCSA members to talk to their constituency about changing the name of Murray Hall.  Over 2 years ago a piece of legislation passed the SGA requesting the Board of Regents to take action on this.  They agreed, but now seem to be dragging their feet.  Will be working to see that this goes through with them.  The University should be looking forward, not backward in history.  Discussed Orange Slice issue and said he hopes to re-inspire Senators.  There seems to be a problem in Senate between the Executive branch and the Senate.  He wants to fix this and to get input from the Senators on how to do this.  Several questions were raised about the Murray Hall issue.  Biassou asked OCSA members to become educated on the issue and ask the opinions of their constituents.  Questions were raised about the allocation of SGA funds to Orange Slice and the contentious mood of the meeting.  Biassou said he believed there was a conflict of interest with the President of SGA speaking for the Orange Slice group and he hopes to be able to address this without disenfranchising anyone. 

Student Concerns: none  
Minutes approved as: written
Corrections: none
EXECUTIVE REPORTS

President: none
Vice President: Keegan showed everyone the flyer he has made for the November 5th meeting at The Links. Still working on getting speaker from Parking and Transit to address bus issues.  George recessed the meeting for 5 minutes to confer with Davis and Ad Hoc committee to plan outside seminars.  When meeting resumed, George stated that we will meet at The Links on November 5 but not have a regular business meeting.  Instead, we will have a speaker.  Keegan then passed out promotional materials that a friend of his who works for Paramount studios gave him.  Senator Gumbs asked about the speaker for Nov. 5 – Steve Singleton is the person we are trying to get.  Question was asked if anyone had turned in request to reserve the SGA suite.  Jeannessa has not.  Keegan was asked to remind her to do that right away.
Advisor: none
Other: none
SENATE REPORT

A. Senate Whip – none, most was discussed earlier.

B. City Council Liaison – Ayanna Bell reported that the City hasn’t done much at the last 2 meetings that would concern us.  They denied a rezoning request and talked about some new housing divisions on both the East and West sides of town.  There are 3 new hotels slated to open by the end of the year.  Looks like the City is expanding businesses, especially hotels.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Civic Affairs: Ayanna – won’t be at meeting this week, Stephanie will chair.  After this week Civic will meet on Wednesday at 6pm at one of the tables outside the office.  There is still legislation in her box, please come to the meeting with ideas.  Contact Ayanna if you want to be on the committee.

Internal Affairs: Michael – interviewed Veronica Scoggins for Treasurer.  Not many apps coming in right now.

Renter’s Advisory Council: none 
University: David Brydie – Went over legislation and tabled it. Will work on it this week.  Representative Rice has been nominated for Vice Chair. Will have election this week.
Vice-Chair: none 
Chair: George – When you do legislation in committee, just get it written properly.  It is not supposed to be debated in committee. Call George with questions. George will entertain a motion to suspend the House Rules for the rest of the semester and modify our meeting schedule to two official meetings a month and seminars. The off weeks can be used for committee meetings and to work on legislation.  Missing seminars will count as regular absence.  Amanda, Sean and Ayanna are dong the events as an Ad Hoc committee. Question was raised if it would hurt efficiency of group if we don’t meet every week.  George says he feels that since we aren’t that busy right now, it should not.  This would only be for the fall semester and reevaluated in the spring.  It will go into effect next week with a regular meeting, the following week with seminar at The Links, the following week with regular meeting, Nov. 19 no regular meeting, Nov. 26 regular meeting.  That would finish the semester as December 5 is Dead Week.
-Motion was made to suspend the House Rules to modify the meeting schedule as specified above. 2nd, passed by unanimous consent

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A.  F07RS09- A Resolution Commending the Stillwater City Commission for Plan to Provide More Sidewalks Within the City. Ayanna Bell spoke about the resolution. Gumbs questioned as to whether she was aware that there was a report that the City had hired a consultant to come up with ideas like this.  Bell stated she was not aware and there was no mention of this person at the meetings.  Purpose of the resolution is to thank the City for providing this benefit.  Motion was made to accept, seconded and passed by voice vote with 2 abstentions and one no vote.

NEW BUSINESS

A.  Swearing in of New Members – Veronica Scoggins was introduced.  She has been interviewed for the Treasurer’s position.  Accounting major now, but has degree in Journalism and Broadcasting.  Representative Rice has asked to be transferred to Senator. Motion to approve both. Approved by unanimous consent.  George swore in both members.

B.  Forwarding of new legislation to committees.

F07RS11 – A Resolution Commending the Homecoming Executive Committee for Their Work, submitted by Michael Gumbs; assigned to University Affairs

F07RC12 – A Recommendation to Student Union Food Court to Provide More Condiment Stands, submitted by Ayanna Bell; assigned to University Affairs

F07RC13 – A Recommendation to the Non-Traditional Student Association to quiet in the basement, submitted by Brooke Collins; assigned to University Affairs

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ayanna Bell reported that she and Ebony attended the mediation meeting this afternoon.  They will be working on a plan to present to the committee at their next meeting on Nov. 12.  Dr. Bird says there is money available to work on this and they hope to have it developed as a possible 9 week class or internship for students.

Once again, there is a costume parade at Bricktown on Saturday night.

INFORMAL DISCUSSION

A.  Apartment Complex Seminars – no comments.  There is an Ad Hoc Committee meeting immediately after this meeting to discuss seminars.

Motion was made to adjourn at 7:35 pm
